Notes for an Exchange in the 3rd Year

· The study plan should correspond to at least 60 ECTS (or equivalent 'units', 'points', 'credits'; some host universities do not use the ECTS system).
· Quite often, changes have to be made to the original study plan once you are at the host institution (e.g. a course is not offered, was cancelled, clash in the timetable, etc.). If you want/need to change one or more courses, please contact me my email. The email should state the reason of why you want to alter the study plan and details about the new courses (content, level, credits). I will then reply if the modification is OK. There is no need to sign a new study plan document. 
· If you alter the study plan without notification, you risk that the new courses are not validated.
· If you want to do a Master in chemical engineering at the EPFL, you have to study chemical engineering in the 3rd year. Same for the orientation 'chemistry'.
· At the end of your exchange year, I need a copy of the official transcript of marks provided by the host institution. Please make sure that the transcript is sent to me and not to the SAC or the office de la mobilité (or send it yourself, if you have it). Without transcript, I cannot validate your exchange year.
· If I have the transcript and if you have obtained at least 60 ECTS (or equivalents), I will write to the SAC, stating that you should receive 60 ECTS by equivalence. Along with the letter, I will also send the transcript of marks.
· You will only get 60 ECTS by equivalence, even if you have obtained more than 60 ECTS during your year abroad.
· If you fail some of the courses and if you have 50 or more ECTS at the end, then you can start the Master on a provisional basis, but you have to get the missing credits by taking some additional 3rd year courses of the EPFL. The choice of these courses will be made by the SCGC.
· If you fail some of the courses and if you have less than 50 ECTS at the end, then you fail the year. You would have to get the missing credits before you can start the Master at the EPFL.
· Typically, there is no block system at the host university. Meaning that you cannot compensate a failed course using a course with a very good mark. Each course on the study plan has to be passed individually.
· The final Bachelor diploma of the EPFL will not list the type of courses that you have done during your exchange year. Keep a copy of the transcript so that you can demonstrate what courses you have taken.
